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ABSTRACT: This work details a gas phase study of the bonding of hydrogen to the metal
in a simple diatomic analogue of a metal organic framework (MOF), copper fluoride, via
dihydrogen complexation. This is the first microwave study of these types of interactions. J
= 1−0 transitions of para-H2−CuF, ortho-D2−CuF, and HD−CuF have been measured and
analyzed. The complexes were prepared by laser ablating a metal copper rod in the presence
of a gas mix of 0.6% SF6 and 3% H2 in Ar undergoing supersonic expansion. The binding
energy of this complex is addressed through quantum chemical calculations and measured
nuclear quadrupole coupling constants for copper and deuterium. The significant change in
the calculated binding energy and nuclear quadrupole coupling constants in relation to similar molecules suggest bonding greater
than that typical of van der Waals interactions.

■ INTRODUCTION

Hydrogen has long been investigated as a clean, abundant
energy carrier. Hydrogen is an excellent energy carrier by mass,
providing for almost three times the combustion energy of
gasoline per unit mass. Currently it is estimated that one-third
of the energy consumption of industrialized nations is used in
transportation.1 A major scientific challenge for hydrogen
application in transportation is the development of a safe and
inexpensive hydrogen storage method. One possible solution
would be the adsorption of hydrogen to a solid surface or in
bulk material allowing for smaller, more compact storage of
hydrogen for convenient use.2−5

A breakthrough in hydrogen storage comes from the
introduction of metal−organic frameworks (MOFs), which
are coordination crystalline polymers formed by connecting
transition metal ions with organic linkers.6−9 Molecular storage
within the open cages of the MOF offers an opportunity to
correlate chemical structure with specific functionality such as
hydrogen adsorption.10 The understanding of hydrogen
coordination with the metal center is therefore critical for the
future development of MOFs for hydrogen storage applications
and is the motivation behind this study. Coordination
complexes of molecular hydrogen with transition metals
known as dihydrogen complexes have been extensively studied
since their discovery by Kubas and co-workers in 1984,11−15

and their theory is well understood.16−20 Currently, structural
information of dihydrogen complexes is provided predom-
inantly by neutron diffraction, inelastic neutron scattering, IR,
and NMR spectroscopies.11,21−26 The requirement for a large
single crystal hinders neutron diffraction’s application to most
of the known complexes. Inelastic neutron scattering provides
insight into the internal rotation of the bound hydrogen but is
limited in its ability to only study this motion given its
resolution.26 IR data on the complex is a good characterization

and geometric structural tool but does not give much insight
into the electronic structure of the system in question. On the
other hand, the dipolar coupling measured by the NMR
technique is proportional to (dHH)

−3 and breaks down at longer
H−H distances.
This work presents the Fourier transform microwave

(FTMW) spectrum of the dihydrogen complex para-H2−
CuF. CuF represents a very basic model of an active site in
MOFs for hydrogen storage by utilizing a common metal
involved in MOFs.27,28 FTMW spectroscopy, in turn, is a
superb technique to investigate molecular structure and
electronic properties in the gas phase29,30 by measuring
rotational transitions of the studied molecules. As a back-
ground-free technique in principle, FTMW spectroscopy only
requires the sample to have a permanent dipole moment and
sufficient concentration (≈10−9 mol per gas pulse) to detect
species for study. In the past few decades, FTMW spectroscopy
has served as an important tool for testing the feasibility of
theoretical methods of electronic structure calculations and
offered valuable information on both molecular structure and
energy.31−34 The richness of the rotational spectrum of isotopic
hydrogen-transition metal complexes provides us the oppor-
tunity to study, in detail, the structure and bonding involved in
the adsorption of hydrogen in MOFs. In this work the authors
report, to their knowledge, the first FTMW observation of a
dihydrogen complex to a metal containing molecule, CuF.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Apparatus and Synthesis. All experiments were performed with

a Balle-Flygare type35 cavity, pulsed jet FTMW spectrometer with laser
ablation source functioning in the 6−26.5 GHz frequency range. The
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details of this experiment have been described in earlier work.36,37 This
experiment utilizes a Fabry-Peŕot resonator consisting of curved
aluminum mirrors separated by approximately 76 cm. The resonator is
frequency tuned by moving one of the mirrors while the other remains
stationary. The spectrometer is held at a pressure of 10−9 bar, and
samples of gas are introduced to the spectrometer through a 0.8 mm
diameter pulsed nozzle mounted on the back of the stationary mirror.
This parallel orientation of the gas jet and cavity axis increases
sensitivity and resolution of the spectrometer while also producing
spectra which are Doppler doubled. After the firing of the gas nozzle,
microwaves are pulsed into the chamber and the electric dipoles of the
molecules begin to align and orient themselves with the microwave’s
electric field vector. After the microwaves are turned off, the molecules
begin to relax and the resulting free induction decay (FID) is collected
in the time domain. The transition signal is amplified and Fourier
transformed into the frequency domain for analysis. Uncertainty in the
line centers are 1 kHz. Sample spectra are presented in Figures 1 and
2. Given the current spectrometer setup, only neutral species, not ions,
are observed.

A laser ablation source of the Walker−Gerry design38 is attached to
the end of the nozzle. The laser ablation source utilizes the
fundamental (1064 nm) of a Polaris II Nd:YAG laser focused onto
a translating and traversing copper metal rod. When the gas is pulsed, a
gas mix consisting of 0.6% SF6 and 3% H2 in Ar enters the laser
ablation jig undergoing a supersonic expansion. Downstream from the
point of entry of the gas is the spinning rod slightly recessed from the
channel in which the gas propagates. Toward the end of the gas pulse,
the laser is fired and focused onto the metal rod creating a plasma. The
plasma is entrained in the supersonic expansion, and reactions occur
which create new molecules and complexes within the expanding jet as
it enters the spectrometer. For a more technical overview, the ablation
jig has been described in greater detail elsewhere.37

Gas sample composition, carrier gases, and timings were chosen
based upon previous successes of laser ablated species37 and personal
successes in obtaining the best signal-to-noise spectra reported for the
previously studied p-H2−OCS complexes.39−41 Backing pressures of
4.5−5 bar were used in accordance with that of the rare gas complex,
Ar−CuF.42 Although p-H2−OCS complexes needed a He carrier to be
observed because of competition of the more strongly binding noble
gases,39−41 that is not an issue here, and Ar, which produces colder
rotational temperatures (1−4K),43,44 was chosen as the carrier gas.
Lower rotational temperatures increase the population of the very low

J states which, in turn, give larger signal-to-noise ratios of transitions
involving these states. Excited vibrational states of the complex were
not looked for, but similar experiments on metal halide diatomics put
the vibrational temperatures < 400 K.44,45 In this experiment, the gas
was pulsed for approximately 500 μs. The laser was fired
approximately 10 μs before the end of the gas pulse allowing for the
gas mix to travel toward the rod and pick up the plasma and react. The
plume resulting from the laser ablation consists of ground state and
excited state metal atoms and ions. The characteristic color of the
plume results from the emission of the excited atoms and ions; this is
teal in the case of copper. A picture of the copper plume is shown in
Figure 3. The magnitude of the visual plume is used to optimize laser
alignment on the copper rod target.

■ QUANTUM CHEMICAL CALCULATIONS
All calculations were performed on the Gaussian Devel-
opmental Version Program Suite.46 The calculations were
performed utilizing the density functional APF-D method47

along with an aug-cc-pVQZ48 basis sets for H and F with an
effective core potential, ECP10MDF_AVQZ,49,50 from the
Stuttgart Web site51 for Cu. A special feature of an APF-D
method is that the counterpoise correction is not necessarily
needed in calculating molecular interactions and, therefore,
counterpoise was not used in this work.47 Equilibrium and

Figure 1. Observed JKaKc′, F1(Cu)′−JKaKc″,F1(Cu)″ = 101, 5/2 − 000, 3/2
transition of para-H2−CuF. The transition was recorded at
19554.5985 MHz using a FID of 1K data points for 1500 nozzle
pulses. Signal-to-noise is 24:1. 2K data points were used for fluorine
hyperfine structure.

Figure 2. Part of the observed 101−000 transition of ortho-D2−CuF.
The transition is split by the hyperfine nuclear quadrupole interaction
of the two deuterium nuclei. The labeled transitions are the 3/2,2,2,2−
3/2,2,2,2 transition measured at 17207.0013 MHz; the 3/2,2,3,3−3/
2,2,3,3 transition measured at 17207.0143 MHz; and the 3/2,2,3,4−3/
2,2,3,4 transition measured at 17207.0220 MHz. These four quantum
numbers are F1, F2, F3, and FTOT, as described in the text. The nuclear
spins of the Cu, F, D(1), and D(2) are coupled, in order. The transitions
are all Doppler-doubled. This spectrum is the result of adding the free
induction decay of 2500 gas pulses.

Figure 3. Plume created from the laser ablation of the copper. The
plume is 4.5 cm by 2.5 cm.
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vibrationally averaged (r0) structures have been determined.
The calculated equilibrium structure is presented in Figure 4.

The picture was rendered using GaussView 5.0.52 The
calculated r0 structure is presented as part of Table 5. The
calculated dissociation energy, De, for H2−CuF → H2 + CuF, is
105 kJ mol−1 (8800 cm−1 or 25 kcal mol−1), a bond strength
between that of a weakly bound complex and a strong covalent
bond. The calculated equilibrium and vibrationally averaged
structure is T-shaped and of C2v symmetry.
Mulliken and atomic polar tensor (APT) charges from the

APF-D calculation were used to aid in the determination of the
oxidation state of the copper atom. Mulliken charges for each
atom are +0.15, −0.61, +0.23, and +0.23 while APT values are
+0.45, −0.66, +0.10, and +0.10 for Cu, F, H, and H,
respectively. These calculations support an oxidation state of
+1 for the copper. For this calculation to be consistent with an
oxidation state Cu(III) for H2−CuF (that is, for the molecule
to be the hydride, Cu(H)2F), the charge on copper would be
greater than one and the charges on the hydrogens would be
negative.
Along with calculated structures and charges, molecular

orbitals were determined for H2, CuF, and H2−CuF. Pictures of
these orbitals are given in Figure 5. The orbitals were rendered
in GaussView 5.0 as well.52 This was useful in the analysis of the
chemical nature of the interaction and will be explained in
detail in the Results and Discussion section.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Spectra of H2−CuF. The calculations outlined earlier were

used as the basis for search regions for the spectrometer. The
rotational constants Ae, Be, and Ce were calculated to be
1492424.0 MHz, 9850.8 MHz, and 9786.2 MHz, respectively,
while the ground vibrational constants A0, B0, and C0 were
calculated to be 1484546.8 MHz, 9795.1 MHz, and 9718.7
MHz, respectively. Because the A constant was very high in
frequency (outside the range of our spectrometer) and the
dipole of the molecule lying along the a-axis, only the a-type
transitions involving B and C were investigated. For J = 1−0
transitions there is only one transition of this type, J = 101−000,

whose frequency is B + C, which is predicted to be at 19514
MHz ignoring hyperfine splitting.
Within the search, three transitions of significant signal

strength corresponding to the three J = 1−0 nuclear electric
quadrupole coupling transitions of 63Cu (I = 3/2) were
observed between 19540 and 19570 MHz, less than 1% from
the predicted value mentioned above. One of these transitions
is shown in Figure 1. These transitions were tested for laser
(Cu), SF6, and H2 dependency by individually eliminating them
from the experiment and observing the transition’s disappear-
ance.
After observation of p-H2−CuF, searches for isotopic

substitutions at each hydrogen atom and at the copper were
undertaken utilizing gas mixes involving D2 and HD and
observing the spectra of the 65Cu in natural abundance. Search
regions were determined by using the original calculated
structure for p-H2−CuF and substituting the appropriate atom
with the new isotope. The ratio of the measured rotational
constants to the calculated constants of p-H2−CuF was
multiplied by the calculated rotational constants of o-D2−
CuF and HD−CuF in order to obtain “scaled” predictions for
the transition frequencies of these isotopologues. Frequencies
of all the isotopically substituted transitions reported are within
4 MHz of their predicted values.
Fluorine hyperfine structure was observed and reported in

the previous study of Ar−CuF,42 leading us to also test for this.
At 1K data points (9.76 kHz between points in the spectra
obtained by the Fourier transformation of a ≈100 μs free
induction decay), however, this was not observed in H2−CuF.
Moving to 2K data points resulted in higher resolution of the
peaks and the ability to define these splittings. Moving to
higher resolution did not resolve out all of the transitions and,
in these cases, the 1K measured frequency was assigned as the
predicted strongest hyperfine component.

Figure 4. APF-D calculated re structure of the H2−CuF dihydrogen
complex. The calculation was performed with an ECP10MDF effective
core potential for the copper core electrons along with an aug-cc-
pVQZ basis for the remaining electrons. The calculated structure is
predicted to have an equilibrium dissociation energy of 105 kJ mol−1

with a Cu to center-of-mass (C.O.M) of H2 distance of 1.51 Å. The
equilibrium Cu−F bond distance in the complex is predicted to be
1.738 Å, and the H−H equilibrium bond distance is predicted to be
elongated to 0.8120 Å.

Figure 5. Schematic of the σ transition metal complexation16−19 of H2
to CuF. The center shows the interactions while the pictures are
renderings of the calculated molecular orbitals for the individual
monomers and the complex. Only the most important orbitals and
interactions involved in the bonding are shown. The HOMO of H2, f,
interacts with the LUMO of the CuF, a, forming the forward-bonding
interaction, orbital b. The shape of orbital b is influenced by the
HOMO of CuF which is not shown. The LUMO of H2, c, is capable of
overlap with lower level π-type orbitals, d, from CuF providing the
backbonding (shown in e) and should result in the elongation of the
H2 bond.
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Assignment. Measured frequencies with their quantum
number assignment are given in the Supporting Information.
Frequencies were assigned and the spectroscopic parameters
were fit using Pickett’s SPFIT and SPCAT software.53 Although
H2−CuF is of C2v symmetry and thus an asymmetric top, the
molecule was fit to a Hamiltonian for a linear molecule because
the only observable transition, 101−000, requires the determi-
nable rotational constant combination to be (B + C)/2 (as a
replacement for the B0 term in a linear Hamiltonian). It has
already been mentioned that there is 63,65Cu (I = 3/2) and 19F
(I = 1/2) hyperfine splitting of the rotational transition. Further
hyperfine splitting is caused by the quadrupolar nucleus of
deuterium (I = 1) in HD and D2. All isotopologues were fit.
Angular momentum coupling schemes for these molecules

follow J + ICu = F1, F1 + IF = FTOT for p-H2−63CuF and p-
H2−65Cu. For HD−63CuF and HD−65CuF, the coupling
scheme is J + ICu = F1, F1 + IF = F2, and F2 + ID = FTOT.
Lastly, for o-D2−63CuF and o-D2−65CuF, the coupling scheme
for fitting is J + ICu = F1, F1 + IF = F2, F2 + ID1 = F3, and F3 +
ID2 = FTOT, where J is the angular momentum for rotation of
the molecule, I refers to the various nuclear spins of the atoms,
and the F’s are the intermediate angular momenta. p-H2−CuF
is, of course, the nuclear spin 0 state of H2, which is of odd
parity with respect to interchange of the identical nuclei, while
o-D2−CuF corresponds to nuclear spin states of 0 and 2 and is
of even parity.
We will show that H2−CuF is T-shaped. Thus, rotation

about the a axis interchanges the two identical hydrogen nuclei,
which are fermions. The total wave function must be
antisymmetric with respect to the interchange of the two
hydrogens (negative parity) and Ψtot = Ψspin × Ψrot × Ψvib ×
Ψelec. Ψvib and Ψelec are of positive parity; Ψrot ∼ (−1)K and K =
0; therefore, Ψrot is of positive parity. Therefore Ψspin must be
of negative parity, that is, the para state, (1/√2)(αβ − βα), of
H2. D2, by contrast, is composed of two bosons, and for D2-
CuF, the total wave function must therefore be of positive
parity with respect to the interchange of the two deuterium
nuclei. Thus for D2-CuF, Ψspin must be of positive parity, which
is the ortho state, Itot,D = 0 and 2.
The fitted parameters are presented in Table 1. As shown in

the table, the rotational constant, (B + C)/2, Cu and D nuclear
quadrupole coupling constants (eQq), nuclear spin-rotation
parameters (CI) for Cu and F, and the nuclear spin−spin
(αCu−F) term for Cu−F were needed for a satisfactory fit.
Typically a fit of this nature would also consist of the centrifugal
distortion constant, DJ, but at least two different sets of

transitions in J are needed to appropriately fit this term causing
the reported (B + C)/2 to be slightly enlarged. Also due to the
small data set, αCu−F was fixed to that reported in Ar−CuF42
but needed for a satisfactory fit to experimental uncertainty.

Structure and Bonding. The first notable difference in this
spectra, as compared to the previous CuF monomer work,42,54

is the large separation in the quadrupole transitions leading to
the augmented value of the eQq due to copper; 61.275(2) MHz
for H2−CuF versus 21.95(10) MHz54 for the monomer. The
nuclear quadrupole coupling constant is a direct measure of the
electric field gradient at the nucleus with the nuclear spin and,
therefore, gives insight into the bonding nature of the atom
involved.55−57 ArCuF (eQq of 63Cu, 38.0556(15) MHz),42

KrCuF (41.77(3) MHz),58 XeCuF (47.76(11) MHz),59 N2−
CuF (61.8825(8) MHz),60 and OC−CuF (75.406(19) MHz)61

all had similar enlargements of their eQq(Cu) value upon
complexation. Typical van der Waals interactions, though, have
little to no effect on the value of the coupling constant (either
χzz or eQq) in the axis system of the uncomplexed
monomer.62,63 Thus it was argued that the augmentation of
the eQq(Cu) values of ArCuF, KrCuF, XeCuF, and OC−CuF
along with the supporting binding energy calculations for the
complexes (47, 45, and 63, and 150 kJ mol−1,64 respectively)
show the beginning of chemical bonding between the rare gas
or CO and the copper fluoride.42,58,59,61 Table 2 compares the
rare gas complexes along with the measured N2−CuF and
OC−CuF complexes to that of H2−CuF. The eQq(Cu)
(61.275(2) MHz) and calculated binding energy (105 kJ
mol−1) of H2−CuF is larger than all rare gas complexes of
CuF42,58,59 but is less than that of the N2−CuF and OC−CuF
complexes,60,61 suggesting the beginning of chemical bonding
between H2 and CuF.
Chemical interactions of the H2 molecule with a metal center

have precedence in inorganic chemistry and are known as σ
complexes, most notably, dihydrogen complexes, for which
there are numerous examples.11−15,21−25 A typical σ complex is
analogous to traditional π backbonding.16 In these complexes,
electrons in a σ bonding orbital of H2 donate into an empty dσ
type orbital on the metal forming the bond. In addition, the
metal donates electron density from a dπ orbital to the
antibonding σ* orbital of H2, elongating the H−H bond
distance.16−19 H2−CuF is an analogous case, but instead of an
empty dσ orbital the interaction is with the LUMO of CuF on
copper which has a substantial amount of s character. In this
case, the σ orbital of H2 overlaps with this partially s-type orbital
on the copper. In addition, there is electron donation from the

Table 1. Spectroscopic Parameters for para-H2−CuF, ortho-D2−CuF, and HD−CuF
63Cu 65Cu

parameter para-H2−CuF HD−CuF ortho-D2−CuF para-H2−CuF HD−CuF ortho-D2−CuF

(B + C)/2 MHz 9778.807(1)a 9141.6421(1) 8597.3468(6) 9732.190(1) 9105.850639(7) 8569.6822(3)
eQqCu MHz 61.275(2) 61.461(1) 61.713(7) 56.673(7) 56.86760(7) 57.089(4)
CICu kHz 28.(1) 27.7(1) 21.7(8) 31.(1) 31.448(9) 25.6(4)

CIF kHz −8.(4) −7.0(6) −9.(4) −8.(4) −7.81(4) −8.(2)

αCu−F
b kHz [−1.53] [−1.53] [−1.53] [−1.71] [−1.71] [−1.71]

eQqD1 kHz 41.(3) 47.(7) 47.20(7) 50.(4)
eQqD2 kHz 47.(7) 50.(4)
Nc 5 9 8 5 14 9
RMSd kHz 2.0 0.7 2.2 2.0 2.4 1.4

aNumbers in parentheses give standard errors (1σ, 67% confidence level) in units of the least significant figure. bValue held to the literature value
reported in Ar−CuF.42 cNumber of observed transitions used in the fit. dRoot mean square deviation of the fit, (∑[(obs − calc)2]/N lines)1/2.
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metal dπ orbital into the H2 σ* orbital. These interactions are
presented with the orbital pictures in Figure 5.
The shifts in electron donation in asymmetric orbitals can be

observed spectroscopically through measurement of the nuclear
electric quadrupole coupling constant, eQq.55−57,65 As shown in
Tables 2 and 3, there is a significant change in the eQq values of

copper and deuterium upon complexation, and this is directly
related to the binding energy of the complex. There is a linear
relationship between the calculated binding energy and the
measured eQq of the complex given in Table 2 as shown by the
plot in Figure 6. The predicted equilibrium binding energy for
p-H2−CuF is 105 kJ mol−1 by the method given in the
Quantum Chemical Calculations section above. This value is
significantly larger than typical van der Waals interactions and
hydrogen bonding (<5 kJ mol−1 and ∼15 kJ mol−1,

respectively),66 suggesting chemical bonding is taking place.
Table 3 compares the known van der Waals interaction HD−
and D2−OCS with known, individually bonded, terminal
dihydride systems (in this case, deuterium) involving rhenium,
Re. The deuterium eQq values in Table 3 show qualitatively and
quantitatively that the dihydrogen complex p-H2−CuF lies
somewhere between the values in the van der Waals bonded
OCS and the covalent D2 rhenium complexes giving credence
to the beginnings of a chemical bond in H2−CuF.
Molecular orbital (MO), natural bond order (NBO),

vibrational frequency, and energy calculations were used to
compare properties of H2 and CuF monomers to those of the
complex. The σ donation theory mentioned above implies that
there exists an appropriate empty orbital on the metal for
electron donation from the σ orbital of H2, and there is also a
filled orbital on the metal that can easily overlap with that of
H2’s antibonding orbital, σ*.

16−18 A schematic of this overlap is
given in Figure 5. Around the schematic are pictures of the
calculated MOs from the individual monomers H2 and CuF.
The more interesting result is the orbitals in the complex.
There is overlap of the bonding orbital of H2 with an empty
LUMO (largely s in character) on the Cu of the CuF, and there
is π-type overlap between the filled orbital with the antibonding
σ* orbital of H2. This backbonding should result in an
elongating of the H−H bond distance. Future experiments will
test whether the H−H bond in the complex is indeed longer
than the H−H distance in H2 itself.
Natural bond order (NBO) analysis of the complex along

with the monomer substituents was carried out to determine
whether there is any significant change in the charge on the
atoms upon complexation. In the monomers, charges of
+0.796|e| for Cu and −0.796|e| for F in CuF were calculated,
as expected for a largely ionic bond. Zero, of course, was the
value for the charges on each H in the H2 monomer. Again, the
interesting result was for H2−CuF where, upon complexation,
+0.033|e| for each H, +0.685|e| for Cu, and −0.752|e| for F was
calculated. A charge decrease of over 0.1 on the copper,
signifying a large amount of electron density being moved onto
the copper upon complexation with hydrogen, is in accordance
with the donation of electrons from H2. H2’s charge, in turn,
increased in value, signifying an overall loss of electron density
on the hydrogen. Fluorine’s charge was relatively unchanged
but decreased in magnitude, becoming more positive
representing a loss of electron density on the fluorine. This
loss of electron density signifies more electron sharing between
the fluorine and copper atoms. This is experimentally
confirmed by the shrinking of the Cu−F bond length upon
complexation, which will be discussed later in the section.
Lastly, vibrational frequency and energy analyses were carried

out theoretically and compared to known dihydrogen
complexes in the literature. These results are summarized in
Table 4. Upon applying zero point energy corrections, the
dissociation energy, De, was adjusted to the D0 value of 60.2 kJ
mol−1 showing that the complex is a viable, stable species
instead of breaking down or weakening substantially in the
ground vibrational state. Second, to help show that elongation
of the H−H bond is possible, an analysis of the H−H harmonic
stretching frequency (v = 1) was undertaken. If elongation is to
occur, then the v = 1 value should decrease upon complexation.
In order to identify which vibrational mode was v = 1,
GaussView 5.0 again was utilized. In this mode, H2 stretches
with small or no movement of the CuF species. Upon
inspection of the table, this value changes from 4407 cm−1 in

Table 2. Comparison of 63Cu Nuclear Quadrupole Coupling
Constants among X−CuF Complexes and Related Species
along with Their Reported/Calculated Dissociation Energies

species 63Cu eQq values (MHz) De (kJ mol
−1) of complex

CuF 21.95(10),a,54 21.9562(24)42

40Ar−CuF 38.0556(15)42 4742

84Kr−CuF 41.77(3)58 4558

132Xe−CuF 47.76(11)59 6359

p-H2−CuF 61.275(2)b 105b

N2−CuF 61.8825(8)60 13960

OC−CuF 75.406(19)61 15064

aNumbers in parentheses give standard errors (1σ, 67% confidence
level) in units of the least significant figure. bThis work.

Table 3. Comparison of Deuterium Nuclear Quadrupole
Coupling Constants among HD and D2 Related Species

species deuterium eQq values (kHz)

HD−OCS 16(4)39,a

o-D2−OCS 30(2)39

HD−CuF 41.(3)b

o-D2−63CuF 47.(7)b

ReD2(CO)(NO)(PMe3)2 70.0(10), 65.3(10)67

ReD2(CO)(NO)(PCy3)2 69.5(10), 66.7(10)67

ReD2(CO)(NO)(PPr
i
3)2 71.0(10), 68.8(10)67

aNumbers in parentheses give standard errors (1σ, 67% confidence
level) in units of the least significant figure. bThis work.

Figure 6. Graph of the calculated dissociation energies versus the eQq
values from Table 2. The data is well fit by a linear relationship despite
inconsistencies in methodology and basis set choice across the
group.42,58−61,64 The line is the least-squares fit of the data points to an
assumed straight line.
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the calculated free H2 to 3348 cm−1 in the complex, a
significant decrease in frequency. The value of 3348 cm−1 also
seems reasonable considering it lies between the experimental
value of 3222 cm−1 for H2−CuCl (3222 cm−1)68 and the
theoretical value of Cu+−H2 (3772 cm−1)69 and is in
accordance with other known dihydrogen complexes in Table
4. The difference in the calculated H2 stretching frequency from
experiment is also reasonable considering only harmonic values
were considered.
While we cannot, at this time, experimentally determine the

H−H distance in the H2−CuF complex, our data does allow us
to determine the center-of-mass of H2 to Cu (H2−Cu) distance
and the Cu−F distance in the complex. We calculate the values
of these two parameters that best reproduce, in a least-squared
sense, the measured values of (B + C)/2 for the six
isotopologues given in Table 1. The resulting geometry is
called an r0 structure, and to do this we used the STRFIT
program by Kisiel74 available on the PROSPE Web site.75 We
have two choices when determining r0(H2−Cu) and r0(Cu−F);
we can assume that the H−H distance in the complex is the
measured distance in H2, 0.7505931 Å,76 or we can use the
APF-D calculated, elongated, r0 value for this distance, 0.838 Å.
The first choice gives an r0(H2−Cu) value of 1.5246(5) Å and
an r0(Cu−F) value of 1.7409(1) Å; the second choice gives
1.5198(5) Å and 1.7409(1) Å, respectively. The Cu−F distance
in diatomic CuF is 1.7486 Å.42 Thus, we have determined that
the Cu−F distance contracts by 0.0077 Å upon complexation
with H2, in agreement with the molecular orbital picture of the
bonding presented above. These results are summarized in
Table 5.
We are in the process of extending the frequency limits of the

spectrometer to 40 GHz. When completed, further inves-
tigations on the structure will be carried out and reported in
more detail.

■ CONCLUSIONS
The authors have presented a chemical bonding investigation of
the dihydrogen complex, H2−CuF. The J = 1−0 transitions of
six isotopologues of the complex have been observed,
measured, and analyzed. Hydrogen complexation with the
transition metal-containing molecule has been observed before,
but this is the first gas phase rotational study of its kind. The
rotational constant (B + C)/2, copper, fluorine, and deuterium
hyperfine constants have been determined and reported. The
large deviation of the measured copper and deuterium eQq
values in the complex from the uncomplexed eQq values implies
the beginning of a chemical bond between the metal and
hydrogen species. Theoretical MO diagrams, NBO analyses,
binding energies, and vibrational energies support these
observations.
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